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CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I 

• PREAMBLE AND BOUNDARIES. 

Wc, the people of the Territory of Iowa, within the boundaries "here- 
inafter designated, by ouf representatives in Convention assembled at 
Iowa City, on Monday the seventh day of October, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight . hundred and forty-four, grateful to the Su¬ 
preme Ruler of the Universe for the blessings hitherto enjoyed as a 
people, and acknowledging our dependence upon him for a continuation 
of those blessings, in order to establish justice, ensure tranquility, pro¬ 
vide for the common defence, promote the general welfare,' secure to 
ourselves and our posterity, the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, do agree to form and establish a free and independent gov¬ 
ernment, by the name of the State of Iowa, the boundaries whereof 
shall be as follows, to wit: Beginning in the middle of the main chan¬ 
nel of the Mississippi river opposite the mouth of the Des Moines riv¬ 
er; thence up the said river Das Moines in the middle of the ’main 
channel thereof, to a point where it is intersected by the Old India n 
Boundary line, or line run by John C. Sullivan in the year 1816; thence 
westwardly along said line to the “Old North-west corner of Misso u- 
rij” thence due west to the middle of the main channel of the Missou¬ 
ri river; thence up in the middle of the main channel of the river last 
mentioned to the mouth of the Sioux or Calumet river; thence in a di¬ 
rest liue to the middle of the main channel of the St. Peters river, where 






the Watonwan river (aecording to Nicollet’* map) enters the same; 
thence down the middle of the main channel of said river to the middle 
of the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence down the middle 
of the main channel of said river, to the place of beginning. 

ARTICLE % 

BILL OF RIGHTS. ^ 

1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have certain 
unalienable rights, among which, are those of enjoying and delending 
life and liberty, acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and 
pursuing and obtaining safety and happineaa. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is 
instituted fcr the protection, security, and benefit ol the people; and 
they have the right at all times, to alter, or reform the same, whenever 
the public good may require it. 

3. The Legislature shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, nor shall any per¬ 
son be compelled to attend any place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, or 
other rates, for building or repairing places of worship, or for the mr.in- 
iainance of any minister or ministry. 

4. No religious test shall be required as a qualification for any o!- 
ficc or public trust, and no person shall be deprived of any of his rights, 
privileges or capacities, or disqualified from the performance of any of 
his public or private duties, or rendered incompetent to give evidence 
in any court of law or equity, in consequence of his opinions on ‘the 
subject of religion. 

5. All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation. 

6*# Every person may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on 

all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right. No law shall 
be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. 

In all prosecutions or indictments for libel, the truth may bo given in ev¬ 
idence to the jury, and if it appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libellous was true, and was published with good motive , snd for jus- M 

tillable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have 
the right to determine the law and the fact. 

7. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa¬ 
pers, and effects, against unreasonable seizures and searches, shall not 
be violated, and no warrant shall issue but on probable cause, support- 
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ed by oath or affirmation, particularly describing the place to be March 
ed, and the papers and things to be seized. 

8. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but the Leg¬ 
islature may authorize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve 
men in the inferior courts 

• 9. In all criminal trials, the accused shall have a right to a speedy 

trial by an impartial jury, to be informed of the accusation against him, 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have compulsory 
process for his own witnesses, and to have the assistance of counsel. 

10 No person shall be held to answer for a criminal offence, unless 
on presentment, or indictment by a grand jury, except in cases cog¬ 
nizable by justices of the peace, or arising in the army or navy, or in 
the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger. 

11. No person shall after acquittal be tried for the same offence.— 

All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by sufficient surities, 
except for capital offences, where the proof is evident or the presump¬ 
tion great. r 

12. The writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended unless in 
ease of rebellion or invasion, the public safety require it. 

13. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power. No stand¬ 
ing army shall be kept up>y the State in time of peace, and in time of 
war no appropriation for a standing army shall be for a longer time than 
two years. 

1-1. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house 
withoftt the consent of the owner, nor in time of war except in manner 
prescribed by law. 

!"• Treason against the State shall consist only in levying war 
against it, < r adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No 
person shall be convicted of treason unless on the evidence of two 
witnesses to the same overt act, or confession in open c'odrt. 

16. Excessive bail shall not be required. Excessive fines shall not 
be imposed; and cruel and unusual punishments shall not be inflicted. 

» 17. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just 

compensation. J 

18. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in any civil action on 
mesne or final process, unless in cases of fraud; and no person shall 
he imprisoned for a militia fine in time of peace. 

19. The people have the right freely to assemble together to consul 
for the common good, to make known their opinions) to their represen¬ 
tatives and to petition for redress of grievances. 
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20. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the ob¬ 
ligation of contract, shall ever bepHsed. 

21. Foreigners who are residents of this State shall enjoy the same 
rights, in respect to the possession, enjoyment, and disccnt of properly, 
as natiye born citizens. 

22. Neitjier slavery nor involuntary servitude, unless for the pun¬ 
ishment of crimes, shall ever be tolerated in this State. 

23. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair or 
deny others, retained by the people. 

ARTICLE 3. 

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

1. In all elections which are now or hereafter may be authorized, 
every white male citizen of the United States, of the age of twenty-one 
years, who shall have bcena resident of the State six months next pre¬ 
ceding the election, and of the county in which he claims, his vote thir¬ 
ty Jays, shall be entitled to vote. 

2. Electors shall, in all cases except" treason, felpny, nr breach of 
the peace, be privilged from arrest on the days of election, during their 
attendance at, going to, and returning therefrom. 

3. Except in time of war or public danger, no elector shall be oblig¬ 
ed to perform militia duty on the day of election; 

>» 4. No person in the military, naval, or marine service of the United 
States, shall be cpnsidered a resident of this State by being stationed in 
any garrison, barrack, cr military or naval place or station within the 
State. 

. No idiot or insane person, or persons declared infamous by act of 
the Legislature, shall'bc entitled to the privileges of an elector. 

• . 6. All elections shall be by ballot. * 

ARTICLE 4. 

GF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

1. The powers of the government of Iowa shall be divided into 
three separate departments; the legislative, the executive, and judicial; 
aud no person charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging 
to one of these departments, shall exercise any function appertaining 
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to either of the other*, except in the cues hereinafter expre*sly direct¬ 
ed or permitted. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1. The legislative authority of this State shall be vested in a senate 
and house of representatives, which shall be designated the General 
Assembly of the Stateof Iowa, and the style of their law* shall com¬ 
mence in the §>llowing manner; “Be it enacted by the General Assem¬ 
bly of the State of Iowa.” - 

■ 2. "The sessions, of the General Assembly shall be biennial, and 
shall.comnjence on the 1st Monday of January next ensuing the elec¬ 
tion of its members; unless the Governor of the State shall in the in¬ 
terim convehe tlie General Assembly by proclamation. 

3. The members of the house of "representatives shall be chosen 
every second year, "by the qualified electors of their respective districts, 
un the.3d Tuesday in October, whose term of office -shall continue 
two years from the day of the general election. 

•4.. No person shall be a member'of the house, of representative* 
who shall not have "attained the age of twenty-one" years; who shall not 
be a free white m ile citizen of the United States ; who shall not have 
been an inhabitant of this Stale or Territory, one year next preceding 
his election, and who shall not, at’the time of his election, have an ac¬ 
tual residence of thirty, days in the county or district he may be chosen 
■to represent. ■ * 

5/ Senators ^ shall .be cliosen for the term of four years; at the same 
time and place as representatives. " They’.shall be twenty-five years of 
■age.-andlpossess the qualificaticnis of representatives as"to residence 
and citizenship. . " 

6. The number of Senators shall not be less than one third nor 
more than one half of the representative body;: and at the first session 
of the General Assembly after this Constitution takes effect,- the Sen¬ 
ators shall be divided by lot, as equally asiqay be, into two classes ) the 
•eats of the Senators-of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration 
of the. seoond ye^r, so that one half shall."be chosen every two years. 

■ 7. When the number #f senators is increased they- shall be annexed 
by lot to one of the two classes; so as to keep them as nearly equal in 
number as practicable. » - . 

8. The house of representatives, when assembled; shall choose a 
Speaker and its other officers, and the seriate shall appoint its own ofi- 

■■■■'%' 
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«4*» except the President; and each body shall judge of the qualifica¬ 
tions, elections, and returns of its own members. A contested election 
shall be determined in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

8. A majority of eachhouse shall constitute a quorum to do business, 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day-te day, and may compel the 
attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penal¬ 
ties, as each house may provide. 

10. Each house shall sit upon its own adjournments^keep a jour¬ 
nal of its proceedings, and publish the same; determine its rules of pro¬ 
ceedings, punish members for disorderly behavior, and with thfc con¬ 
sent of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same 
offence; and shall have all other powers necessary fora branch of the 
legislature of.' a free and independent State. 

11. Every member.of the General Assembly shall liave the liberty 
to dissent from-or protest against any act or resolution w’hich he may 
think injurious to the public or an individual, and have the reason* 
for his. dissent entered on,the journals; and the yeas and nays of th* 
members of either house, on any question, shall at the desire of any two 
members present, be entered on the journals. 

12. Senators and representatives, in all cases except for treason, 
felony, and breach of the peace, shall'be privileged from arrest during 
the session of the legislature, and in going to and returning from the 
same. 

13. When vacancies occur in either house, the Govenor, or the per¬ 

son exercising the functions, of the Governor, shall issue writs of elec¬ 
tion to fill such-, vacancies. ’ . * 

14. The doors of each house shall be open, except on such occa¬ 
sion as in the opinion of the house, may require secrecy. • 

15. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn 
(hr, more than three days, nor to any ether place than that in which 
they. may he sitting. 

16. Bills may originate iu cither house, and be amended, altered or 
rejected by the other; but no bill shall have, the force of a law until on 
three several d.ays it be read in each hbuse, and unless, in cases of ur¬ 
gency, two thirds of the house in which 4.1* bill shall be depending 
may deem it expedient to dispense with the rules: and .’evesv bill 
having passed both houses, shall be signed by the Speaker and Presi¬ 
dent of their respective houses. 

17. Eyery bill which shall have passed th* general assembly shall* 
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before it become a law, be presented to the governor. If he approve, he 
•hall sign it, but if not, he shall return it with his objections to the house 
in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the same upon the 
journal and proceed to reconsider it; if, after such reconsideration, it 
•gain pass both houses by yeas and nays, by a majority Of two thirds;of 
the members of. each house present, it shall become a law notwithstand¬ 
ing the governor’s objections. If any bill shall not be returned within 
five days afte^ it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a 
law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legislature, by ad¬ 
journment prevent such return. 

18. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence 
of appropriations made by law. 

19. An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
public money shall be attached to and published with the laws, at every 
regular session of the legislature. 

20. The'house of representatives shall have the sole power of im¬ 
peaching. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate. When sitting 
for that purpose,-the’senators shall be upon oath or affirmation: no 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds'of the 
members present. 

21. The governori lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor, 
treasurer, -ami judges of the Supremg and District Courts shall be liable 
to impeachment fdr any misdemeanor in office; but judgment in such 
eases shall not extend faither than to removal from office, and dis¬ 
qualification to hold any office of hoqor, trust or profit, under this State; 
but the party convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless be liable and 
subject to indictment, trial and punishment, aceording to'law. All other 
civil officers shall .be.tried for misdemeanors in office in such manner 
as the General Assembly may provide. . • 

22. No senator or representative shall, during the time for which 
he shall have been elected, be appointed to. any civil office of profit 
undet 1 this State, whffih shall have been created, or the emoluments of 
which slfall have been increased, during such term; except such offi¬ 
ces as may be filled by elections by the people. 

23. No person holding any lucrative office under the United States, 

or this'State, or any. of her 'power, Shall be eligible to the general assem¬ 
bly: Provided, That officers in the militia to'which there is attached 
no annual salary, or the office oi’jtifticc of the peace, shall not be deem¬ 
ed lucrative . . 
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24. No person who may hereafter be a' collector or holder of publit) 

moneys shall have a seat in either house of the general assembly, or be. 
eligible'to any office of trust br profit under this State, until he shall 
have accounted for, and paid into the treasury, all sums' for which hs 
may be aecQUiitable. . 

25. f! ich member of the general ass.embly shall receive a compensa¬ 
tion to be fixed by law*, for'his services, to be .paid out'of the treasury 
of the .State, Slich compensation shall not exceed two dollars per day for 
the peri >d of fifty days from the commencement i of the%ession, and 
shell not exceed the sum of one dollar per day for the remainderiof tfie 
session; when convened in extra session by the ’governor, .(hey shall 
receive ’such sum as shall be fixed for the first fifty days of the ordi¬ 
nary session. They shall also receivf two dollars for every twenty 
piles they shall travel, in going to and returning from their .place of 
meeting:, on the most usual route: Provided, however,. That the members 
of the f\rst Legislature under this constitution, shall receive two dol¬ 
lars per day, for their -services during thfe entire session'. * 

26. To obviate confusion, and improper influences which may re¬ 
sult, from intermingling in one and the same act, such things as haye 
no proper relation to each other, every law shall embrace but one’ob- 
ject, which shall be expressed in the title. 

27. , No law of the general assembly, of a public-nature, shall take 
effect until the same sljall be published and circulated fh the several 
counties of this-State by-authority: Provided, If the general assembly 
shall deem any law-of immediate importance, tk'ey may provide that 
the sanm shall take effect by publication in new papers in the.state. 

28. No divorce 'shall be granted by the legislature. 

23. No county or counties shall be liable for the 'expense of laying 
out or establishing any road or roiulS authorized by special act of.tip as- 
• sembly. , * " • 

^0. No lottery shall be authorized by'this Stale, nor shall the’sale 
of lottery tickets bfeatloWeJ. . 

31., Members of the general assembly shall, before they ’enter upon 
the" duties bf their respective offices, take.and subscribe the following 
oath or affirmation; “I do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may¬ 
be) that I will support the constitution of the. United States and the 
constitution of the State of Inwa, and that I wijl faithfully discharge the 
duties of senator (or representative ars the case may be) according to 
the.beit of my ability;” and members elect of the general assembly are 
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hereby empowered to administer to each other the said oath or affir¬ 
mation. 

32. Within two years after the first meeting of the general assem¬ 
bly, nnder this constitution, end within every subsequent term oftour 
years for the term of sixteen years, an enumeration of all the white 
Inhabitants of this state shall be made, in such manner as shall be direct¬ 
ed by law. The number of senators and representatives' shall, at the- 
first regular session of the legislature after such enumeration, be fixed 
by law, and apportioned among the several counties according to’the 
number of while inhabitants in each; aiid the house of representatives 
•ha-11 never be less than twenty-six, nor greater than thirty-nine, until 
the number of white inhabitants shall be one hunilred’and twenty-five 
thousand; and after that event, at such ratio that the whole number of 
representatives shall never be less than thirty-six nor exceed sev¬ 
enty-two. . * t 

83.. When a senatorial and representative district shall be composed 
of two or more counties, it shall not be entirely separated by any coan- 
ty belonging to another district; and. no county shall be divided in 
forming- a senatorial or representative district. 

34. In an elections by the general assembly the members thereof 
•hall vote viva voce, and thq votes shall he entered on the journal. 

• . OFFICERS' SALARIES. 

35. For the first ten years after the organization of the goverrfment, 
the annual salary of the Governor shall not e.yceed eight hundred do!- . 
lars; Secretary of State, five hundred dollars; Treasurer, three hun¬ 
dred dollars; Auditor, five hundred dollars; Judges of the Suprem»aud 
District Court's, each, eight hundred dollars. 

■ • ARTICLE ,5. 

• OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1. The'Supreme Executive po?vcr shall be-vested in a Governor, 
wbp shall hold his office for two years, and a Lieutenant Governor shall 
be chosen at the same time and for the same term. 

2. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governs or Lieir- 
lenant Governer who is not a citizen-of the United States, been a<resi- 
dent of the State two years "next preceding the .election, and who has 
uot attained the rge bf thirty years at the time of said election. 
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S. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor *hall be elected by the 
electors at the times and places of choosing members of the Legislatur e 
The persons having the highest number of votes for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor shall be elected; but in case two or more have an 
equal and the highest number of votes for Governor or Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor, the Legislature shall, by joint ballot, choose one of said persons so 
having an equal and the highest number, for Governor or Lieutenant 
Governor. 

4. The returns of every election for Governor and Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor shall be sealed up and transmitted to the Seat of Government by 
the returning officers, directed to the President of the Senate, who shall 
open and publish them in the presence of the members of both houses. 

5. The Governor shall be commander in chief of the militia and of 
the army and navy of this State. 

ti. He shall transact all executive business with the officers of gov¬ 
ernment, civil and military; and may require information in writing from 
the officers in the executive department upon any subject relating to 
the duties of their respective offices. 

7. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

S. When any office shall, from any cause, become vacant, and no 
m. de is provided by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, 
the Governor shall make an appointmenWor such vacated office, which 
•hall expire at the end of the next session of the General Assembly, or at 
the next election by the people. 

•0. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the General Asscm- 
biy by pioclamarton,and shall state to them, when assembled, the purpose 
for tthich they shall have been convened. 

10. He shaH communicate, by message to the Legislature at ‘every 
session, the condition of thejState, and recommend such Matters to them 
as lie shall deem expedient. . 

11. In case of disagreement between the two houses with respect 
to the time of adjournment, the Governor shall have the power to ad¬ 
journ the General Assembly to such time ae he may think proper, pro¬ 
vided it be not to a period beyond the next meeting of the Legislature. 

12. In case of the.impeachment of the Governor, his removal from 
office, dcatlj, resignation or absence from the State, the powers and du¬ 
ties ot- the office shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor until 
such disability shall cease, or the vacancy be filled. 

13. If, during the vacancy ofthe office of Governor, the Lieutenant 
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Governor shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die, or be absent from 
the State, the President pro tempore of the Senate shall act as Govern¬ 
or until the vacancy be filled; and should a vacancy occur by the im¬ 
peachment, death, resignation or absence from the State of the Presi¬ 
dent pro tempore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives shall discharge the duties of Governor during the existence of 
such vacancy. 

14. The Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtue of his office, be Pre¬ 

sident ol the Senate; in committee of the whole he may debate on all 
questions; and when there is an equal division he shall give the casting 
vote. . . 

15. No member of Congress, nor any other person holding office un¬ 
der the United States or this State, shall execute the office of Governor. 

16. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, 
and commute punishment after conviction, except in cases of impeach¬ 
ment, in such manner and upon such conditions as may be prescribed 
by law. 

17. The Governor shall, at slated times, receive for his services a 
compensation which shall neither be increased nor diminished during 
the time for which he shall have been elected. 

18. The Lieutenant Governor, except when aeting as Governor, 
and President of the Senate pro tempore, shall each receive the same 
compensation as shall be allowed to the Speaker of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives. 

19. There shjll be a seal of this State, which shall be kept by the 
Governor and used by him officially, and shall be called the great Seal 
of the. State of Iowa. 

20. All grants and commissions shall be in the name, and by the au¬ 
thority of the people of Iowa, sealed with the seal, signed by the Gov¬ 
ernor, and countersigned by the Secretary of State. 

21. Ji. Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, and Treas¬ 
urer, shall be elected by the qualified electors at the time and place of 
voting for Governor, who shall continue in office two years. The Sec- 
relary of State keep'a fair register of all the official acts and proceed¬ 
ings of the Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, and all 
papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before either branch of 
t he Legislature, and shall perform such other duties as shall be assigned 
him by law. 

22. The first Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
Auditor of Public Accounts, Treasurer and Superintendent of public 
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schoels, shall hold-their offices for two years after the first Monday in 
January succeediag their election, and until their successors shall be 
elected and qualified; and forever after the Governor, Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor, Secretary of State, Auditor of public accounts, Treasurer, and Su¬ 
perintendent of public schools, shall hold their offices for the term of {wo 
years-and until their respective successors shall be elected and quali¬ 
fied to office. 

.ARTICLE 6. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

1. The judicial power shall be vested in a Supreme Court, District 
Courts, and such other inferior courts,as the Legislature may from time 
establish. 

2. The Supreme C urt shall consist of a Chief Justice and two As¬ 
sociates, two of .whom .shall.be a quorum to hold court. 

The Supreme (Jourt shall have appellate jurisdiction only, in all ca¬ 
ses in chancery, and constitute a court for the correction of errors at 
law, under such restrictions as the General Assembly may by law pre¬ 
scribe. 

The sessions of the Com! shall be at the Scat of Government, at such 
times as may be fixed by law; and the Judges thereof'shall appoint a 
Clsrk, who shall hold his office during their pleasure. 

3 Too Supreme Court shall have power to issue all writs and pro¬ 
cess necessary to do j isticc to parties, and exercise a supervisory con¬ 
trol over all inferior judicial |fcibunals. Tiie Judges of the Supreme 
Court shall be conservators of the peace throughout the State. 

4. The District .Court shall consist of a Judge, who shall reside 
in the district assigned him by law, be elected-by the qualified voters 
thereof, and hold his office for the term of four years, until his sficces- 
■or is elected and qualified. 

The District Court shall be a Court of law and equity, and have ju¬ 
risdiction in all civil and criminal matters arising in the,respective coun¬ 
ties in the district, in suclvmanncr.as shall be prescribed by law.- The 
Judges of the District Courts shall be conservators of the peace in their 
respective districts. • • 

The first session of the General Assembly shall divide the State into 
three districts, which shall be increased as the exigencies of the State 
may require. 

5. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be elected by joint vote- 
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®f the General Assembly, and shall hold their offices for the tens 
of four years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

<5. There shall be elected in each eonuty.one Jqdge of Probate, one 
Prosecuting Attorney, and one Clerk ef the District Court, who shall- 
continue in office for two years, and until tlieir successors, are elected 
and,qualified. Vacancies in the office of Clerjt shall he filled by ap¬ 
pointment by the Judge of the District Court,, and such appointments 
•hall continue, until a successor is elected and qualified. 

7. The style of all process shall # be, u Tl»c State of Iowa,” and all 
prosecution? shall be conducted in the name and by- the authority of th<| 
same. 

• * ARTICLE 7. ' 

OF THE MILITIA. 

1. The Militia of this State skill he composed of all able bodied * 
white male persons between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, 
except such persons as are, or-may hereafter, be exempted by the law* 
of 4he United States or of this State'. 

2". No person or persons conscien’imisly scrupulous of hearing 
arms shall be-compelled to do militia duly in time of peace: Provided, 
That such person or persons shall pay an < qui valent for such exemption 
in the same manner as other ciliz *ns. 

3. The Legislature shall provide by law fur organizing, equiping, 

•nd disciplining the militia of this St. tc, in such manner ; s th-y deem 
expedient, not incompatible with the constitution and laws of the United 
States in relation (hereto. 

•4. All commissioned offices ofthe militia (stafllofficers excepted) shall 
be elected by the persons liable to perform military duty, and shall b* 
commissioned by the Governor. 

ARTICLE 8. 


I OF PUBLIC DEBTS AND LIABILITIES. 

1. The Legislature shall not in any manner create any debt or debts. 
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previous debts or liabilities, exceed the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars, except in case of war, to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, 
unless the same shall be authorized by soma hw for some single object 
er work to be distinctly specified therein, which law shall provide wave 
and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment of the interest of such 
debt or liability as it fall, due, and also to pay and discharge the princi¬ 
pal of such debt or liability within twenty years from the lime of the 
con Meting thereof, and shall be irrepealable until the principal and the 
interest thereon shall be paid and discharged; but no such law shall 
take effect until at a general election it shall have been submitted to the 
people and have received a majority of all the votes cast for and against 
it at such election, and all money raised by authority of such law shall 
be applied only to the specific object therein stated or to the payment of 
tli6 debt thereby created, and such law shall be published in newspa- 
pers in the State for three months preceeding the election at which it 
is submitted to the people. 

ARTICLE 9. 

INCORPORATIONS. 

1. No act of incorporation shall continue in force for a longer peri¬ 
od than twenty years, without the re-enactment of the Legislature, un¬ 
less it be an incorporation for public improvement.. 

2. The personal and real pro'perty of the individual members of all 
corporations hereafter created, shall, at all times, be liable for the debts 
due by any 6uch corporation.^ 

3. The Legislature shall create no bank or banking, institution, or 
corporation with banking privileges in this State, unless its charter with 
all its privisions, shall bq submitted to a vote of the people at a general 
election for State officers, and receive a majority of the votes of the 
qualified electors of this State, cast for and against it. 

4. The Legislative Assembly shall have power to repeal all acts of 
incorporation by them granted. 

5. The property of the inhabitants of this State shall never be used 
by any incorporated company, without the consent of the owner. 

6. Corporations of a public nature, such as counties, towns, villa¬ 
ges, and the like, shall not be subject to the foregoing provisions. 

7. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, become s stockholder 
in any bank or other corporation; 
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Article 10 . 

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS. 

1. The Legislature, by joint vote, shall appoint.a Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, who shall hold his office for three years, and whose 
duties shall be prescribed by law, and who shall receive such campen- 
sation as the Legislature may direct. 

2. The Legislature shall encourage, by all suitable means, the pro¬ 
motion of intellectual, scientific, moral and agricultural improvement. 
The proceeds of all lands that have been or hereafter may be granted 
by the United States to this State for the support of schools, which shall 
hereafter be sold or disposed of, and the five hundred thousand acres of 
land granted to the new States, under an act of. CoDgress distributing 
the proceeds of the Public Lands among the several States of the Un¬ 
ion, approved A. D. 1841, and all estates of deceased persons, who 
may have died without leaving a will, or heirs, and also such per cent, 
as may be granted by Congress on the sale.of lands in this State, shall 
fie and remain.a perpetual fund; the interest of which, together with 
all the rents, of the unsold lands,, shall be inviolably appropriated to 
the support of schools throughout the State. 

3. The Legislature shall provide for a system of common schools, 
by which.a school shall be kept up and supported in each school dis¬ 
trict, at least three months in every year; and any school district neglect¬ 
ing to lieep up and support such a school, may be deprived of its equal 
proportion of the interest of the public fund during such neglect. 

4. As soon as the circumstances of the State will permit, the Leg¬ 
islature shall provide for the establishment of librarie-—one at least in 
each tpwnship; and the moneys which shall be paid by persons as an 
equivalent for exemption from military duty, and the clear proceeds of 
all fines assessed in the several counties for any breach of the penal 
laws, shall be exclusively applied to the support of said libraries. 

5. The Legislature shall take measures for the protection, improve¬ 
ment, or other disposition of such lands as have been or may hereaftqr be 
reserved or granted bv the Uuited States, or any person or persons, to 
this State, for the use of a University: and the funds accruing from thq 
rents or sale of such lands, or from any other source, for the purpose 
aforesaid, shall be and remain a permanent fund for the support of said 
university, with such branches as the public convenience may hereaf- 
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ter demand fur the promotion of literature, {he arts and sciences, as may 
be authorized by the terms of such grant. And it shall be the duty of 
the Legislature, as soon as may be, to provide effectual means for the im- 
provement and permanent security of the funds of said university. 

ARTICLE 11. 

COUNTY ORGANIZATION. 

1. No new county shall be laid off, of nor old county reduced to less 
contents than four hundred square miles. 

2. There shall be elected by the qualified electors of each organiz¬ 
ed county in this state, one sheriff, one coroner, one county recorder, 
who shall discharge the duties of clerk of the county court, or court 
doing county business; one county surveyor, and one county treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio collector of the public revenues, and hold their 
offices for the term of two years, and until their successors are elected 
and qualified, and shall perform such duties and be allowed such com¬ 
pensation as may be provided by law. They shall reside in their re¬ 
spective counties during their continuance in office, and be respective¬ 
ly disqualified for the office a second time, on default for any moneye 
collected by virtue of their respective offices, but in no case' shall the 
sheriff be elected for more than two terms in succession. 

3. The legislature may provide for a township organization. There 
shall be elected in each township, by the qualified electors, not less 
than two justices of the peace, at such time and place as may be pro¬ 
vided by law, who shall hold their respective offices for two years, and 
until their successors are elected and qualified. Their jurisdiction shall 
be co-extensive with their respective townships, and shall extend to all 
civil cases where the amount in controversy does-not exceed one hun¬ 
dred dollars, and by the consent of parties, may be extended to any 
amount not exceeding five hundred dollars. They shall be conserva¬ 
tors of the peace, and shall possess such criminal jurisdiction as the 
Legislature may prescribe. 

4. The Legislature shall provide by law for the jurisdiction of pro¬ 
bate, and of all matters relating to'county taxes, disbursement of moneys 
dor county purposes, and in every case that may be necessary to the 
internal improvement and local concerns of the respective counties. 

5. The fees of all county officers shall be defined by law, and no 
extra compensation, either by the county or stale, shall be paid or al¬ 
lowed to such officers. 
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ORDINANCE. 

• 

Be it ordained by the Convention assembled to form a Constitution (of 
the State of Iowa, in behalf, and by the authority of the people of said 
State, that the following-propositions be made to the Congress of the 
United States, which, if assented to by that body, shall be obligatory on 
this State. ° 

1. Section number sixteen in every surveyed township of public 
lands, and where such section has been sold or otherwise disposed of, 
other lands equivalent there to,^nd as contiguous as may be, shall be 
granted to the State for the use of* schools. 

2. The seventy-two sections of land set a part and reserved lor the 
use and support of the University, by an act of Congress approved on 
the twentieth of July, one thousand eight hundred and forty, entitled 
An act granting two townships of land fur the use of a University in 
the Territory of Iowa, shall, together with such further quantities as 
may be agreed upon by Congress, be conveyed to the State, and shall be 
applied solely to the use and support of such University in such man¬ 
ner as the General Assembly may prescribe. 

That five entire sections of land, in addition to the one hereto¬ 
fore granted, to be selected and located under the direction of the Leg¬ 
islature, in legal divisions of not less than one quarter section from any 
of the unappropriated lands belonging to the United States within this 
State, shall be granted to the State for the purpose of completing the 
publie buildings of the State at the seat of government, to be applied in 
such manner as the General Assembly may direct. 

4. One township of any of the public lands within this Stale not 
other wise disposed of, for the purpose of finishing the Penitentiary of 
the Territory of Iowa, to be selected as the General Assembly may di- 

5. That all salt springs within the State, with six sections adjoin¬ 
ing or as contiguous as may be to each, shall be granted to the State for 
its use, to be selected by the Legislature. 

6. That five per cent of the "nett proceeds of the sales of all public 
lands lying within the State, which shall be sold by Congress, after the 
admission of the State into the Union, shall be granted to the State. 

7. That thirty-six sections of land be granted to the State for a Lu¬ 
natic Asylum, thirty-six sections for an asylum for the deaf and dumb, 
and thirty-six sections for an asylum for the instruction of the blind; 
to be selected from any ot the United States lands within the State of 
Iowa, that may be subject to private entry, to be selected in not less 
quantities than the legal subdivisions of quarter sections, in such man¬ 
ner as the Legislature may direct. 

8. One quarter section of land in each township for the purpose of * 
purchasing a library for the benefit of the township. 

That in consideration of the grants specified in the eight foregoing 1 
propositions, it is declared that this State will never interfere with the 
primary disposal of the soil within the same by the United States, not: 
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with any regulations Congress Way find necessary for securing the ti* 
tie in such soil lo the bonafule purchaser thereof, and that no tax k shall 
he imposed on lands the property ol' the United States, and that io no 
case shall non-resident, proprietors be taxed higher than resident. 

MEMORIAL. ' 

7b the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States. 

. The Convention for the formation of a Constitution for the State of 
Iowa,' haying performecf that duty, , iferewith present the Constitution 
which they have adopted, and ask to be admitted into the Union of the 
States. . 

A large majority of the voles in every county in this Territory were 
given at the township elections in April last, for a convention to 
form a Constitution for a state government, and in pursuance of that 
•determination, delegates were- elected on the first Monday in Au¬ 
gust last, who met at Iowa City on the lirst Monday of the present 
month, and will close their labors with this address. 

The population of the Territory, as will appear from ah abstract of 
the census, was, in the month of May last, upwards of eighty thousand, 
and having conformed to the principles of the Federal Constitution, we 
confidently rely upon the guarantee ui the third article of the treaty be¬ 
tween the United Slates and France, for admission in the union of the 
United States at as early a day as possible.. Liberal donations of land 
lor education, internal improvements, seats of government, lor amelior-' 
atingthe condition of the deafapd dumb, the blind, and the.insane, have 
invariably been made by Congress to the new States, and this well set¬ 
tled precedent, fraughtasitis, with incalculable benefits, and based upon 
considerations extending 1'ar^beyond the mere limits of the particular 
State to which such grants may be made, it is confidently believed,' will 
not be departed from now, to. the detriment and injustice oflowa. 

The delegate to the Congress of the United States from this' Territo¬ 
ry, is fully acquainted with live several objects for which donations 
should be made; and without further specification Upon this subject, we 
submit it to the magnanimity and justice of Congress, trusting that in 
this, and all others respects, we shall be placed upon an equal footihg 
with the States which have preceded us. 

The revenue for the support of a state government must necessarily 
be derived, to a great exteut, 'from a tax upon real estate; and-for this 
state to be deprived of the right of taxing the lands of her citizens for 
live years from the time of sale, by the general government, would 
.place a heavy and unjust burden where there is less abifity to bear it. 
Against this restriction, contained in the compacts with many of the 
new States, this Convention ' Wquld respectfully protest, as one that 
would be calculated, if applied to Iowa, to affect unjustly and unequal¬ 
ly portions of , her citizens, and greatly retard the prosperity of the 
state. 
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